345                 NON-VIOLENCE IN PEACE AND  WAR

"But if we had to equip ourselves violently, I should
be at my wit's end, I cannot even think out an armament
plan, much less work it. On the other hand my non-violent
plan is incredibly simpler and easier, and with God as our
Commander and Infallible Guide where is there cause for
any fear?"

Sevagram, 21-8-'4O                                                 M.D.

Harijan, 25-8-1940

132

AN INTERESTING DISCOURSE

II
A Sister's Questions        r

Now came questions of practical difficulty.

Qj "May a non-violent man possess wealth, and if
he may, how can he keep it non-violently?"

A* "He may not own any wealth, though he may
possess millions. Let him hold it in trust. If he lives among
dacoits and thieves, he may possess very little, indeed little
beyond a loin-cloth. And if he does this, he will convert
them.

"But you must not generalize. In a non-violent State
there will be very few dacoits. For the individual the golden
rule is that he will own nothing. If I decided to settle and
work among the so-called criminal tribes, I should go to
them without any belongings and depend on them for my
food and shelter. The moment they feel that I am in their
midst in order to serve them, they will be my friends* In
that attitude is true Ahimsa. But I have [discussed this ques-
tion at length in a recent article in Harijan"

Qj   "How is one to protect the honour of women?"

A.   "I am afraid you do not read Harijan regularly,

I discussed this question years ago, and have discussed it

often since. The question may be discussed under two heads:

(1)  how is a woman to  protect her own honour? and

(2)  how are her male relatives to protect it?